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	1.  Main Stories


· Healthcare directive delayed
As Health Highlights was published, the long anticipated proposal for a healthcare services directive was suddenly taken off the agenda of the European Commission and will thus be delayed until an unspecified date, probably January, in 2008. The delay follows advance criticism of proposals in the draft text, which will clarify patients’ rights to receive cross border care and suggest other measures to implement rulings in the European Court of Justice concerning health care services in Europe.
· Council outcomes



Health ministers met in Brussels within the EU Presidency of Portugal. The main items discussed included:
· Health and migration

· Organ donation and transplantation

· The proposed EU health strategy

· EC strategy on obesity

· Combating HIV/AIDS

Conclusions are available via:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/lsa/97445.pdf
· Mental health strategy plans changed
At the Health Council meeting, the EC announced it will not publish a Communication setting out a mental health strategy despite its previous plans during extensive consultation in 2005 -6, but will instead seek a “mental health pact” between governments, institutions and stakeholders. This will be discussed at a “high level” conference in June 2008 where it is hoped that ministers and the EC President may participate. The “pact” may cover suicide, school education, workplace environment, young and elderly people.
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/07/st15/st15788.en07.pdf
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Lisbon strategic review urges reforms 
Three years after it was relaunched in 2005, the Lisbon Growth and Jobs Strategy is working. That is the main conclusion of the Commission's Strategic Report on economic reform across Europe. The report demonstrates that the Lisbon Strategy is contributing to the recent much improved performance of the EU economy. Structural reforms are also starting to raise potential future growth, improving the long-term prospects for prosperity. 
However, some Member States have responded more robustly than others and some signs of "reform fatigue" have become apparent over the last twelve months. Europe will need to press ahead with further economic reforms at both Community and national level in the next cycle of the Lisbon Strategy to help it weather the impacts of global financial turmoil and higher commodity prices. The report sets out a series of new policy initiatives to respond to this challenge and to reinforce Europe's efforts to shape and respond to globalization. It will be submitted to the Spring European Council in March 2008. 
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/index_en.htm
· EuroHealthNet General Assembly 

EuroHealthNet will hold its General Assembly and Policy Seminar in Brussels 12 -13 March 2008. The seminar will be open to interested stakeholders and will discuss “How to implement the new EU Health Strategy”, featuring participation from national health agencies, EU institutions and international organisations. Further information will be available in January from www.eurohealthnet.eu
· Updated health equity portal
The online resource for action on health equity and social determinants of health in the EU has been updated to include new details of DETERMINE, the project now underway featuring a consortium of over 50 bodies led by EuroHealthNet and the Czech National Institute for Public Health. Working groups on evidence and innovative approaches are making progress and the hosts of the website, which has developed from the previous Closing the Gap project, BZgA in Germany, have recently announced the online launch via:

www.healthinequalities.eu
	2. News from the European Institutions


· World AIDS day 2007 [image: image2.jpg]





The theme on a global level for the World AIDS Day 2007 focused on leadership, also the theme for the World AIDs campaign. European Commissioner Markos Kyprianou has invited European Health Ministers to join him in a pan-European effort to spread common messages on prevention and increasing the awareness and knowledge about HIV/AIDS among young Europeans. He invited ministers to visit schools in their countries in the period around World AIDS Day. 
For the 23 EU countries with data available the number of newly reported HIV infections by the end of 2005 amounted to 23 600 cases. In the EU HIV infections through heterosexual sex and among homo-and bisexual men is increasing..
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/aids/ev_20071201_en.htm
· HIV/AIDS facts and figures

To mark World AIDS Day 2007, WHO/Europe has updated profiles on all 53 Member States in the European Region, summarizing the challenges they face with HIV/AIDS and related infections.

http://www.euro.who.int/aids/surveillance/20051114_1
· Updated documents on national health inequalities
A meeting of the Expert Group on Health Inequalities took place in Luxembourg, attended by EuroHealthNet. Information has been provided for network members. Country reports have recently been updated on the DG SANCO website.
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/socio_economics/keydo_socioeco_en.htm
· Structural fund use meeting

EuroHealthNet took part in a meeting in Brussels organised by DG SANCO to discuss how to encourage use of EU structural funds for health gain. Further liaison is planned in 2008.

Details of EU structural fund initiatives are available via:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.htm
· Chance to advocate real health check for CAP

Mariann Fischer Boel, Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, invited stakeholders to a web-streamed general hearing on the “Health Check” of the CAP on 6 December 2007, including farmers, environmentalists, consumers and NGOs, and to share their opinion on her blog. In order to ensure a broad and open debate, the European Commission has launched a special website for the health check. 

“CAP is paid for by public money and does a lot more than simply support farmers’ incomes. It also provides environmental protection, safe and quality food, animal welfare and the promotion of jobs and growth in rural areas", Mariann Fischer Boel said. "That is why I want to hear from everyone who has an opinion. Only that way can we make changes that genuinely reflect what people want."
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/healthcheck/index_en.htm 
· ICT Call 3 now open

The Information and Communication Technologies theme of the Cooperation Programme announced its Third call for proposals on 4 December 2007. The ICT theme was launched focusing on seven strategic Challenges for the seven years of this Framework programme. This third call seeks proposals in three areas within two of these Challenges:

Challenge 2: Cognitive systems, interaction, robotics 
Challenge 4: Digital libraries and content; Intelligent content and semantics

The call also covers Coordination and support actions in the field of international cooperation in ICT with partner countries overseas.

The ICT theme has committed a budget of €265m for this call. The closing date for proposals is 17h00 on 8th April 2008; and it is expected that the first projects funded from this action will be launched in the late autumn of 2008.

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=3774
· Consultation on pharmacovigilance

A public consultation has begun on legislative proposals concerning the EU system of pharmacovigilance. Submissions are welcome before 1 February 2008 via:
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/pharmaceuticals/pharmacovigilance_acs/index.htm
· Consultation on lobbying in the EU
Consultation has opened on a Code of Conduct for Interest Representatives, which closes on 15 February 2008. On the basis of the communication on the Follow-up to the Green Paper on the 'European Transparency Initiative', the Commission has committed itself to draft a Code of Conduct, which will be an entry requirement for the public register for interest representatives to be launched in Spring 2008.

The Code contains a limited number of clear and concrete rules, indicating how interest representatives are expected to behave when representing their interests. It is against this background that the Commission would like to invite citizens and organisations to give suggestions and input on the nature of the items to be included in this draft Code. http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/consultation_code/index_en.htm
· Call open: Funding regional research
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More than EUR 10 million of funding is available through two calls open until 14 March 2008 as part of the European Union’s Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7). The two recent calls concern "Facilitating the emergence of new regional research driven by clusters and mutual exchange of information" and "Providing evaluation facilities for research entities in the EU´s convergence regions and outermost regions". 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.htm
3. News from Member States / Organisations
· SCOTLAND:  new health action plan

The Scottish government has set out a programme “Better Health, better care” to deliver a healthier nation, especially for disadvantaged communities. Full information is via:

www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/12/11103453/0
· GERMANY: Germans are smoking less

Smoking bans and higher taxes on tobacco are starting to have their effect in Germany. Cigarette sales have declined significantly in the course of the past twelve months. After several tobacco tax hikes, the end of tax concessions and the onset of smoking bans in public buildings, transport and the hospitality industry, the number of cigarette units has declined by 127 billion (or 6%), according to national estimates. 91 billion fewer manufactured cigarettes were sold and the number of tobacco speciality products, including make-your-own products, has declined by 36 billion.

· PORTUGAL: New smoking law comes into effect for 2008
The smoking law, which had been approved on 28 June 2007, is not an outright ban in all enclosed public spaces. However, it will be prohibited to smoke in many closed places. From 1 January 2008 smoking will be banned in all government buildings without exception, workplaces, rented accommodation, reception areas, health and medical facilities, retirement homes, orphanages, all education and sport facilities, museums, libraries, theatres, food and beverage establishments, airports, bus and train stations, covered car parks and ATM vestibules. However, the law states that smoking areas can be created in any units or facilities that treat people for psychological problems.
· UK: Government launches five-year cancer plan

The British government has launched a five-year cancer strategy. Investment of GBP 370 m. is earmarked for the Cancer Reform Strategy, which is designed to improve NHS cancer services and make people more aware of life-style factors. The public will be reminded they are at risk if they smoke, overeat or do too much sunbathing. There are also plans to launch a consultation on banning the sale of tobacco in vending machines, reducing cigarette displays in shops and also examining cigarette packaging.

News courtesy of www.ensp.org
 
	4.  Other Events and Publications


· Lancet meeting on chronic diseases
A conference in London, co-sponsored by EuroHealthNet member the Department of Health for England, saw the launch of the latest series of papers demonstrating evidence of the burden and cost effectiveness of certain interventions on chronic diseases. The papers include work on tobacco and salt control, and were coupled with a call to action for governments and donors. Further work will now be undertaken globally.

www.thelancet.com
· EHMA Annual Conference 2008 - Call for papers 
 
EHMA is now seeking oral presentations and posters on the theme of The Politics of Health: Policy, organisation, community – changing contexts, managing relationships at its conference in Athens in June. EHMA is also seeking workshop proposals on the conference theme and actively encourages submissions from policy-makers.
 
The submission deadline for all abstracts and proposals is 4 January 2008. For further information on the annual conference please see EHMA's website, www.ehma.org. 
EHMA will also hold a meeting on the proposed new EU Healthcare Services Directive in Brussels on 25 January. For information see www.ehma.org
· Companies say they will stop marketing junk food

An alliance of food companies including Coca-Cola, Nestlé, Mars and Burger King have signed a European Union pledge to stop marketing junk food to children under 12 years old. The group of 11 companies, which represent more than 50% of the food and beverage advertising spend in the EU, have agreed to stop running junk food ads on TV, in print and on the internet to under-12s by the end of 2008.

The alliance, which also includes PepsiCo, Kraft, Unilever, Danone and Ferrero, have agreed not to market products in primary schools, except where "specifically requested by or agreed with the school administration for educational purposes".

A number of the companies, such as Coca-Cola, Kraft and Mars, have previously agreed a global responsible marketing code around advertising to children.The difference with this new programme, called the EU Pledge, is that the 11 companies have agreed to have independently verified monitoring of their reduction in marketing, from January 2009.

The "common commitment" forms part of the EU Pledge, that ties into an EU initiative on diet, physical activity and health set up in 2005 by Markos Kyprianou, the EU health and consumer protection commissioner.

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/nutrition_en.htm
· Latest health statistics on line

The European Health for All database and the European mortality database have been updated. With over 600 indicators, plus mortality by 67 causes, they provide fast and easy access in graphical form to a wide range of basic health statistics on the 53 countries of the WHO European Region.

http://www.euro.who.int/hfadb
· UICC: World Cancer Congress 2008 programme 
The UICC World Cancer Congress 2008 is due to take place in Geneva, Switzerland, from 27 to 31 August 2008. The congress is entitled: Towards True Cancer Control. The preliminary programme and call for abstracts are now available online.

Source: UICC, 1 November 2007

http://www.uicc-congress08.org/doc/Preliminary_Programme.pdf
Health at a Glance 2007 – OECD Indicators

Progress in the prevention and treatment of diseases has contributed to remarkable improvements in life expectancy and quality of life in OECD countries in recent decades. At the same time, spending on health care continues to climb, consuming an ever-increasing share of national income: health expenditure now accounts for 9% of GDP on average in OECD countries, up from just over 5% in 1970.

This fourth edition of Health at a Glance provides the latest comparable data and trends on different aspects of the performance of health systems in OECD countries. It provides striking evidence of large variations across countries in indicators of health status and health risks, as well as in the inputs and outputs of health systems. For the first time, this publication also includes a chapter on new comparable indicators of quality of care, showing variations across countries in measures such as survival rates after heart attack, stroke and cancer.
http://www.oecd.org/health/healthataglance
	5. Calendar of international events


	01.01.2008
	European year of Intercultural Dialogue begins



	01.01.2008
	Slovenia Presidency of EU begins



	04.02.2008
	World Cancer Day



	07 – 08 .02.2008
	Ljubljana: Slovenian Presidency conference on Cancers

tbc

	26.02.2008
	Cardiff: Physical activity, putting theory into action on behaviour change

www.wales.nhs.uk/wch


	28.02.2008
	Prague: DETERMINE Management meeting

www.healthinequalities.eu


	08.03.2008
	International Women’s Day



	10 – 12. 03.2007
	Berlin: 4th World health Care Congress

www.worldcongress.com/europe


	12.03.2008
	Brussels: EuroHealthNet General Assembly, Brussels

By invitation

	13.03.2008
	Brussels: Implementing the EU health strategy – joint EuroHealthNet and IUHPE debate and policy seminar

www.eurohealthnet.eu


	14.03.2008
	Brussels: IUHPE Regional committee meeting
By invitation



	24.03.2008
	World TB Day



	02 -03. 04.2008
	Ljubljana: High level public health committee


	03 – 05.04.2008
	Barcelona: Building Capacity for Action, European Alcohol Policy Conference

http://www.ias.org.uk/buildingcapacity/conference/index.html


	13-16.04.2008
	Amsterdam: International Congress on Physical Activity & Public Health

www.ICPAPH08.org


	17.04.2008
	Brussels: Open Alcohol forum


	05 – 08.05.2008
	Ljubljana: Slovenia Presidency eHealth conference

	07 – 08. 05.2008
	Ljubljana: 2nd DETERMINE consortium

www.healthinequalities.eu


	31.05.2008
	World No Tobacco Day



	09 – 10. 06.2008
	Ljubljana: Health Council of Ministers

	10 – 13.06.2008
	Ostersund: 9th Nordic public health conference “invest in health for a fairer and more sustainable future”

www.nordiska2008.fhi.se


	12. 06.2008
	London: Provisional launch of Commission on Social Determinants of Health report and recommendations.

	25 - 27.06.2008
	Tallinn: WHO European Ministerial Conference health systems, health & wealth http://who.euro.who.int/healthsystems2008


	01.07.2008
	France Presidency of EU begins



	07 - 09.08.2008
	Aalborg: Mental Health Europe conference

www.mhe.sme.org


	10-13.09.2008
	Torino: IUHPE European Conference

www.iuhpe.org


	01.10.2008 
	International Day of Older People



	10.10.2008
	World Mental Health Day



	17.10.2008
	World Poverty Day



	14.11.2008
	World Diabetes Day



	17 -20. 11.2008
	Mali: Global Ministerial Forum on Research for Health
www.bamako2008.org


	01.12.2008
	International AIDS Day



	01.01.2009
	Czech Republic Presidency of EU begins



	01.07.2009
	Sweden Presidency of EU begins


Please note that EuroHealthNet is not responsible for the content of sites or publications mentioned in this publication.

Would you like to inform other members about new publications or events in your organisation or country? Please send contributions to c.needle@eurohealthnet.eu
Also see Events Calendar on www.eurohealthnet.eu for upcoming events

EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, authorities and departments interested in health promotion, disease prevention and public health in the EU. It is funded only by fees paid to us. If any reader knows of people or bodies who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not copy it without our authorisation, but do send details to us at: c.needle@eurohealthnet.eu  . We will be pleased to make contact and offer our services, including a trial period. Your comments and suggestions will also be welcome. Thank you for your help.
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